WHAT I LEARNED IN THE COIL 


To tell the truth, | was somewhat pessimistic the 
first time | heard that we will be having a 
learning collaboration with other students from 
other universities, and students from other 
countries at that. So | was worried about how 
we will interact considering there are certain 
barriers that might hinder us from 
communicating effectively, like language 
barriers and physical barriers since we live In 
different countries. However, my worries soon 
died out when | learned that we can settle the 
language barrier and the Discord app would 
Satisfy the lack of platform for interaction. 


WHAT I LEARNED IN THE 
COIL 


Moving on, one of the things | learned is how 
other students live with their different cultures. 
| get to witness what things they enjoy doing 
during their leisure time, the kind of art the 
student my age creates, or the things they learn 
as they are continuously exposed to digital 
technologies and materials. Hence, | was also 
able to compare and assess myself and the 
culture | am in from the things they share. 


WHAT DID YOU LIKE ABOUT 
THEM? 


One of the COIL activities that | like the most Is 
creating and sharing a 10-second video of the 
things we learned as a consumer of multimedia 
materials on YouTube. Personally, | consider the 
activity to be an excellent idea for trading of 
knowledge among students. Moreover, the 10 
seconds limit was a fun challenge for me, there 
were a lot of things | have learned as a user of 
YouTube platform, so deciding which skills to 
Share and whose youtube channel is most 
relatable and fun for me became somewhat 
challenging. Regardless, | was able to decide in 
the end and chose a channel that discusses and 
provides reference materials to how to properly 
train our body to become more physically fit. 


WHAT DID YOU LIKE ABOUT 
THEM? 


In a nutshell, what | really like about the COIL In 
particular was the 10-second video creation, 
because not only | was able to share an 
educational and fun thing | learned on YouTube, 
but | was also able to discover varieties of new 
Youtube channels that seemed exciting to check 
and learn from. Like one of the foreign students 
Shared a channel that helped him to enhance 
his soccer skills, meanwhile another student In 
the COIL class shared a YouTube channel that 
would be helpful for individuals who are 
looking Into entering the grooming and beauty 
industry. To conclude, It Is one of the activities 
that | find the most fruitful and Interactive. 


WHAT DID YOU NOT LIKE 
ABOUT THEM? 


| wouldn't say that | hate this part of COIL in 
particular, however, | think it could have been 
better, that is, the lax-like approach of the 
administrators of the COIL, while made the 
participating students more comfortable to 
Interact with the other individuals in the COIL 
particularly on Discord, had also reinforce the 
notion (I think) that since engagement among 
other participants  |s not necessarily 
compulsory, they can opt to not participate in 
certain COIL activities, hence making the 
engagement of participants remained low and 
exchanges of knowledge and ideas at low 
degree as well. 


HOW CAN COIL ACTIVITIES 
BE IMPROVED? 


Setting what the goal of the COIL activities are was 
the most vague to me, so | wasn't really certain why 
we were and what we were trying to achieve for 
interacting with students from other countries. Hence, 
| think it was necessary that the purpose of COIL was 
explained clearly to the participants. Another one was 
the lack of engagement that happened between the 
participants, while the Discord was a great platform 
for discourse and interaction, | think there was an 
inadequate number of activities to deepen our 
understanding of each other's culture and how we are 
as learners. | understand, however, that given our 
different circumstances and commitments making 
activities a compulsory activity would be difficult for 
the parties involved. If there was a suggestion | would 
like to provide, perhaps the activities and phase 
where we introduced ourselves with each other 1s 
needed to be given more attention, so that, It can be 
moment for the participants to build rapport and find 
common ground with each other, therefore we could 
have been more open at discussing and exchanging 
ideas for the proceeding activities In COIL. 


DID THE COIL ACTIVITIES CHANGE 
YOUR PERSPECTIVE OR WAY OF 
THINKING ABOUT STUDENTS FROM 
OTHER COUNTRIES? IF YOUR 
ANSWER IS YES, HOW? 


One of the things | learned to be the most 
Important as | went through the COIL activities 
is the cordialness and willingness of other 
Students to learn about the culture of other 
students from other countries. While there were 
only a few engagements and interactions that 
happened in the course of 3 months. Many 
Students have shown Initiative to prompt 
discussion so as to encourage other students to 
participate by exchanging new knowledge and 
providing topics that would interest the 
participants to join the discussion. Having to 
Interact with other students from _ other 
countries not only made us learn from each 
other, but also appreciate our differences in 
ethnicity and cultures. 


